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RIRK SQUIRES

Newfoundland * and - Labrador
‘Refining Corporation (NLRC) has
.signed two new agreements telating to

the development of its proposed
300,000-barre] per day refme;fy in
Placentia Bay. :

The campany has entered into a

- memorandum of und&:rsiandmg with
SNC-Lavalin, - .-

The activities covered in the agreev-

ment inciude basic engineering, front-

end engineering and design, detailed

erigineering, procurement, project man-
agement services, and construction
‘management for the Placentia Bay pro-
jest.

“We have been workmg Wlth them
from the very early stages of the pro-
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@

ject,” says Roland Butler, NLRC's vice-
president for community and environ-
mental affairs.

SKNC-Lavalin have been mvoived :

with the project since early 2006. They
have participated in the completion of
the refinery feasibility study, prepara-
tion of the design- basts memorandum,
environmental assessment dnd various
activities related to overall project man-
agement and third‘ party hcemor CoOor-

. dination.

“We now have an MOU n place.
The next step is to try to have 3 more
definitive agreement (contract) i place
by the end of Janusry,” he says.

Fabrication line
WLRC has also signed an agreefent
with Japan’s DK consortiym — JFapan

Steel Works Lid., Kobe Steel Lid. and -
LP.S: Services Inc. — for the provision
of heavy-walled steel reactor vessels.

These vessels, which have been iden- |
tified by NLRC as “leng-lead time”™ ;
items, involve specialty forged steef and !
fabrication infrastructure that is oaly -
available at a few locations worldwide..

IIX is a recognized consortium for
this type of spe(:iahzed work.

Butler says signing these agreemeﬁts
is an important step.

- Because of the high global demami
for these speﬂakzed services, Butler
sgys it is impostant to the project to get
this agreerent in place now.,

* “We have worked on this agreement
for several months,” he says.

“The reason for that is there is quite

_ lmewup Because other reﬁnery pYOjBCtS'_
around the world have experienced ©

delays or slow-downs, we found an

© opportunity to get a space in, there and

we took it.
“We have to . . . make some agree-
ments just to hold our place in the line-

A1

B .
This doesn’t mean the refinery has

‘gatten the green light from government

just yet. Butler says they are still waiting
for completion of the eavironmental
a8sessment process,

“We have at least made the agreement
to save our spot in the fine-up which is
really imporiamni because once you are

Please see page 10
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agreements
- Continued from page 1 _
outof the lme 1t is hard to get

backin”

‘In terms of risk Batler says - -

_ i'every dollar ﬁiey put into this is a
gk if the pro;ect doesn { go .
~ahead. -

S ,We arg wﬂimg to take that '
 risk. e says.
i+ “These steps-are important

and necessary. B represents two.
more pieces of the puzzle that

L have come together,”

Buitfer says the company is

. tz*ymg to-work on-as much of the

background as possible for sorne

of thes¢ agreements during com-
: p[@tmn of the enwmnmental
- assessmnent. ‘ g

“There is not a lot we can”

. commit to, -and not a lot-of
- money we.can risk, ungl we have
“theé envxmnm,emal ASSESSment

complete. But we have to do

eyele”

There is no firm date on when
the environmental assessment
wili be complete. The company
hopes 10 have a definite response
from the federal government
early in the New Year,

“somme background work in the
Fieantime. Otherwise; we lose
"'too much in the total project

"On the provincial side an

amendiént has been submitted,
That will go back to the environ-

ment mwitnister for further review

and a final decision following
that,
“We are hoping that witi be

o -eazly n the New Year as well.”

* For furthér information please

“visit'the company. website at

www.nlrefining.com,

' ksquires@thepacket.ca






